
The Ontario Association of Social Workers-Hamilton and District 
Branch welcomes you to a one day training on engaging in practice 
with newcomers and refugees. Participants will learn about theories 
and have an opportunity to practice hands-on! This is an event that 
you do not want to miss! Refreshments and lunch will be provided. 

 

When: April 27th 2018 9 AM-4 PM 

Where: McMaster University, Burlington Campus. 4300 
South Service Rd. (Between Walkers Line and Appleby 
Line) 

 

Please RSVP by April 5th through our Eventbrite page 

Rates: 
 

Early Bird before March 27, 2018: 

OASW Members $100 

Non-Members $125 

Students $50 

 

After March 27, 2018: 

OASW Members $125 

Non Members $150 

Students $75 

 
ABOUT THE PRESENTER: 

Trauma-Informed Practice 
with Newcomers and 
Refugees 

https://www.eventbrite.ca/e/trauma-informed-practice-with-newcomers-and-refugees-tickets-44084520989?utm-medium=discovery&utm-campaign=social&utm-content=attendeeshare&aff=escb&utm-source=cp&utm-term=listing


 
 
Dr. Carranza is an Associate Professor in the School of Social Work at McMaster University. She is 
a trained Marriage and Family Therapist. Her clinical experience spans over twenty years and 
includes individuals, couples and families— with a particular focus on immigration and refugee 
issues. These range from the stress and losses associated with leaving home ‘voluntarily or by 
force, struggles due to cultural transitions due to social-economic integration, gender tension, 
parent-child conflict, to the impact of individual trauma on the family system moving across time 
and space.  
 
Her research experience spans over a decade across the Americas. In Canada with newcomer 
groups and their experiences of inclusion/exclusion, the impact of trauma on social-economic 
integration. Abroad, her research focuses on gender violence and trauma due to historical and 
ongoing oppressions and political turmoil—particularly with Indigenous Peoples, Afro-descent 
women, men and children. This has informed her stance on working with historically marginalized 
groups from social justice and decolonial standpoints. 
 
Recently Dr. Carranza worked with the Immigrant Working Centre, the Emergency Support 
Committee for Refugees and the Hamilton Community Legal Clinic, on a project titled “Examining 
the Intersection of Immigrant Women’s Acculturation, Trauma & Mental Health” (2015). This 
research is the basis for Dr. Carranza's latest form of knowledge mobilization (KMb), the popular 
theatre production of “We are not the Others”. Popular theatre is a newer arts-based KMb 
modality for social sciences, especially with Women Immigrants and racialized populations. 
 
Key Ideas: Dr. Carranza's session will speak to Critical Trauma informed practice with immigrants 
& refugee families. Engaging with critically informed practice will open up space to discuss how 
histories of colonialization, in Canada and countries of origin, shape clinical engagement. She will 
explore the role of trauma in the pre-migration, during the migration journey and in the settlement 
country; and how trauma and PTSD exacerbate integration and acculturation in their new home. 


