
A special thank you to Rita MacDonald at Mohawk for this wonderful historical record of OCC! 

Historical Notes regarding the Ontario College Counsellors 
(OCC-CCCO) Brief Summary: 

Excerpt from the 1967 Basic Documents Relating to Colleges of Applied Arts and Technology, 
Ontario Ministry of Education 

Admission to a College must be based on the ability profile of the student in a selected field of 
endeavour, rather than on prescriptive entrance requirements alone. 

"What is of greater significance is the combination of basic capacity, energy, experience and 
motivation, which, with proper guidance, can lead to improved skills, better understanding, 
increased knowledge, alteration of values, and an enrichment of the adult life." (Siegle, Centre 
for the Study of Liberal Education for Adults).  
 
This suggests a full range of diagnostic tests, coupled with personal interviews. It suggests 
further a team of counsellors as the only viable method, with counsellors who are fully 
qualified in normal and social psychology, testing and evaluation, employment needs and 
conditions; and, since many students are often emotionally or physically handicapped, 
counselling entails the availability of psychiatric services. It may be necessary for the 
counselling division of a College to establish a Study Skills Clinic; many of the learning 
problems encountered in the College stem from an inability on the part of the students to 
organize their activities in such a way as to derive the maximum benefit, personal or 
vocational, from their chosen programs of study. (bolding added for emphasis) 

OCC-CCCO's Focus: 

• on development as a professional organization from the inception of the CAAT's. 
• on involving the entire membership in decision-making. 
• on professional processes, documents, initiatives. 

Development as an organization: 

• General meeting of those interested in the development of the role of counselling 
within the colleges, 1967. 

• Survey of counsellors to determine interest in establishing counselling association, 1968. 
• Discussion centered around organizational structure and affiliations counsellors should 

have. Steering committee selected to have wider geographical representation, 1969. 
• Survey indicated strong support for counsellors forming an "association". 

Communication from chair with membership a priority. Developed into Between Us — 
our primary tool for professional and collegial communication, 1970. 
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• Rough draft of constitution presented at conference for consideration (evolved into 
"Operating Guidelines"), 1971. 

• Founding executive elected for Ontario College Counsellors Associations — discussions 
with Committee of Presidents resulted in formation of Committee, NOT Association, 
1972. 

• Operating Guidelines of Ontario College Counsellors Committee (O.C.C.C.) accepted, 
1973. 

• Operating Guidelines revised: 1980, 1982, 1983, 1992, 1993. 
• Operations manual written for OCC executive positions, 1989. 
• OCC/CFCCO becomes OCC/CCO, 1993. 

Areas of Ongoing Focus: 

• Counselling and law, liability, litigation, accountability — 1981, 1983, 1995, 1996, 1997, 
1998, 2002. 

• Surge in activity of special interest groups, 1981 and thereafter, for example: 
o College counsellors played significant role in Task Force re providing services for 

students with disabilities, instrumental in creation of CCSN, which became 
College Committee on Disability Issues (CCDI). 

• Many province-wide surveys conducted, for example: 
o counselling centre activities, 1978 
o inventory of college counsellor service functions, 1981 
o staffing survey, attrition survey, 1982 
o tutoring services surveyed, 1987 
o counsellors in residence survey, 1990 
o stats gathering and revenue generating practices survey, 1992 
o services and resources for Native/Aboriginal students, 1994 
o OCC priorities checklist, 1998 

• Developing Professionalism as College Counsellors 
o Draft Code of Ethics and Statement of Standards, 1979 
o Statement of Ethics and Standards of Practice (SES) ratified 1980 (without 

competencies section) 
o Competencies section of SES ratified, 1984 
o Mission Statement 1984-89 ratified, 1984 
o Assessment Guidelines subcommittee formed, 1985 

"As an extension of the SES, OCC then undertook to construct a process whereby 
counsellors and the units of which they are a part, could analyze in depth the nature 
and quality of their functioning, and plan carefully for constructive and appropriate 
change." (from Between Us, Vol. 17, #2. January, 1988). 

o SES revisions ratified, 1989. 
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o OCC receives grant from the Counselling Foundation of Canada to support 
Assessment Guidelines work, and later on also ACAATO funding to support 
production for printing, 1995. 

o Product and process of Assessment Guidelines shared with other organizations 
(British Columbia - 1986, Alberta - 1990). 

o Authoring of Assessment Guidelines completed, and "train the trainer" 
experience in 1993. 

o Assessment Guidelines: Reviewing and Renewing Counselling Services, published 
by the Guidance Centre, University of Toronto, 1995. 

o OCC/CCO Vision, Mission and Value Statements ratified, 1999. 
o Revisions to SES drafted (confidentiality, diversity, IT counselling), 2002-03. 

• Other aspects of OCC/CCO's Professionalism, for example: 
o Between Us resurrected, 1976. 
o First Appreciation Award, to Brian Desbiens, 1978. 
o Creation of OCC membership certificates, 1982. 
o TERT manual completed - 1991, revised - 1992. 
o Creation of first Conference Planning Binder, 1994. 
o Welcome package for new counsellors developed, 1989. 
o Orientation Manual for New Counsellors replaces welcome package, 1992. 
o OCC/CCO logo created, 1996. 

• Professional Issues have been central to OCC's priorities on an ongoing basis, for 
example: 

o Debate re proposed Ontario Psychological Association legislation dominated the 
annual meeting. Intensified focus was on "definition of counselling as a 
profession in the community colleges". Review of basic documents as they 
related to counselling mandate, papers and research proposals re: definition of 
counselling and counsellors, 1977. 

o Ongoing debate re: nature of interface with other professional groups, especially 
Canadian Universities and Colleges Counselling Association (CUCCA), 1980. 

o Executives actively oppose Bill 63 and its predecessor — appear the impact 
would be to limit professional activities of college counsellors, 1990-92. 

o Draft of new Counsellor Classification definition, 1992, approved by members, 
1993. 

o Discussions regarding counselling practices, roles, identify, professionalism and 
forming an association, 1991. Discussion of nature of possible affiliations with 
other associations (notably CUCCA and Canadian Guidance and Counselling 
Association (CGCA), 1993, 1994, 1995, 1997, 1999, 2001. 

o OCC a member of the Coalition of Mental Health Practitioners, formed in 
response to recommended changes to the Regulated Health Professionals Act by 
the Health Professions Regulatory Advisory Council (HPRAC), 2002 and ongoing. 

 

History of the Ontario College Counsellors (OCC)     3 
 


	Historical Notes regarding the Ontario College Counsellors (OCC-CCCO) Brief Summary:
	Excerpt from the 1967 Basic Documents Relating to Colleges of Applied Arts and Technology, Ontario Ministry of Education
	OCC-CCCO's Focus:
	Development as an organization:
	Areas of Ongoing Focus:


